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South Metropolitan Cricket Association 
 

MINUTES for the SMCA Executive Meeting  
10 November 2025 

 
Venue: Thornlie Clubrooms, 6:04pm  

 
PRESENT:  

Peter Anderson, David King, Steve Kemp, Mario Baeli, Mark Iannello, Shamez Rashid, Andrew 
Ring, Ian Hale, Joe Covic, Norm Harris, Gary Hartman (minutes) Ian Del Rosso (Teams). 

APOLOGIES: Jacob Landsmeer 

ABSENT: Nil 

MINUTES of PREVIOUS EXECUTIVE MEETING:   

Moved by Mark Iannello and seconded by Steve Kemp that the minutes of the previous 
meetings — Executive Meeting held on 13 October 2025— be accepted as a true and accurate 
record.   CARRIED 

MATTERS ARISING:  

Nil 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT:  

As we approach the conclusion of the One Day competition, several clubs have already secured their 
place in the One Day Final, scheduled for Sunday December 7. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to extend our thanks to the Western Australian Cricket Association 
(WACA) for generously donating several items for the information packs that will be distributed across 
the Association in preparation for our Mental Health Round on Saturday December 6. 
 
Mental health affects every member of our community in some way.  Over the next week, I will be 
sending a communication inviting clubs to share their thoughts and experiences on how mental health 
has impacted their players and local communities. 
 
A special thank-you also goes to Mario Baeli for his assistance in organising specially designed stumps, 
which will be provided to all 26 member clubs.  We ask that these be used during matches on December 
6 in recognition of the Mental Health Round.  These stumps have been coated in Mental Health blue 
and feature positive messages to help raise awareness and promote open conversations around mental 
health within our cricketing community.  Clubs are encouraged to wear either mental health blue 
ribbons or arm-bands in recognition of the round. 
 
The Association has also received several requests for dispensation for players to participate in lower 
grades after playing in higher ones.   
Please note that By-law 11a clearly states that players must be graded according to their club’s 
established structure for the season.  While we understand that compassionate or extenuating 
circumstances may arise—and such submissions are always appreciated—our long-standing position 
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remains unchanged: permits will not be granted.  If clubs wish to propose a modification to this policy, 
they are encouraged to raise the matter at the next General Meeting, which will be held post-season. 
 
Finally, it has come to our attention that some players have been wearing cricket fielding gloves during 
matches.  As per MCC Law 28.1, “No fielder other than the wicket-keeper shall be permitted to wear 
gloves or external leg guards.  Protection for the hands or fingers may be worn only with the consent of 
the umpires.”  This law is clear and must be observed by all players participating under the auspices of 
the SMCA. 
 

 

ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT:  

We had a mix-up with a forfeit and subsequently changed the forfeit procedure. The match was 
recorded as abandoned by PlayHQ, not manually by the Administrator, and both teams have 
received 4 points. A summary of events is provided below. I ask the Executive to advise on how 
points should be allocated for this match. After discussion it was agreed by the Executive that 
both teams receive 4 points. 

PlayHQ reported that two teams fielded players listed as “Fill In.” As a result, both teams were 
fined and penalised points. While neither club formally appealed, both requested that the 
SMCA reconsider the penalties. In both cases, the players were registered in time, and the issue 
appears to have been a selection error. I expressed concern about penalising clubs where the 
basis for the penalty is unclear and recommended that both penalties be withdrawn. After 
discussion, the Executive agreed that both fines be withdrawn. The clubs will be advised 
accordingly, and the fines will be removed by Mario. 

Armadale and North Baldivis were fined for not submitting player scores on 1 November. North 
Baldivis appealed, and the matter went to the Review Committee. The appeal was 
unsuccessful, and the penalty stands. 
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There is now a Review Committee link on the SMCA website where the details of reviews are 
summarised. 

Due to another mix-up, a Calendar of Events has now been added to the website to assist with 
clarity and coordination. 

Changes may be required to the Info for Clubs pending decisions made at this meeting. 

Added podcast replay to website. 

Visited 7 of the 8 First Grade grounds on Saturday to capture oval images for web use. 

Ongoing issues with PlayHQ support remain unresolved. Response times and clarity continue to 
fall short of expectations. 

A club has alleged that a player did not take part in any way during the ODA match between on 
8 November. An email has been sent to the club requesting clarification or removal of the 
player from the team list. This action was taken in line with the Info for Clubs guidance, though 
the requirement for physical presence is not currently reflected in the By-Laws. 

The Brian Waterer Shield scores were updated to the end of October and published on the 
SMCA website. I will do the same at the end of each month. 

Pennants and medallions have been ordered and are expected to be available in time for the 
December meeting. Norm will pick them up once Gary has been advised that they are ready for 
collection. 

TREASURER'S REPORT:  

Cash Reserve: $ $40,322.75 

Community Reserve: $ $109,912.49 

Five clubs are currently overdue for their affiliation fees: Roleystone-Karragullen, North 
Baldivis, Leeming Spartan, Kenwick, and Kelmscott. It was agreed that if payment is not 
received by this coming Friday, these clubs will be deemed unfinancial. 

Some clubs are slow with their payments for umpires – these need to be paid within 7 days. 

UMPIRE'S ADVISOR:  

Norm had received a response from WA Cricket regarding moisture on the ball, see below. It was 
basically agreed that each Association should make their own decision on this matter. 

After discussion, it was decided that the Association will align with the Laws of Cricket, 
specifically Law 41.3.2.1 

A fielder may, however 
  polish the ball on his/her clothing provided that no artificial substance is used, that the 
only natural substance used is sweat, and that such polishing wastes no time. 

Therefore, the use of saliva on any ball in SMCA matches remains prohibited. Penalty for a 
breach is 5 runs added to the batting teams score. 
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Captains Reports continue to be submitted but inconsistencies remain. Some clubs appear to 
receive the email prompt while others do not. Captains from matches without appointed 
umpires are still receiving the prompt; Ian Del Rosso advised this may be beneficial as it allows 
the Association to gather feedback on grounds. Ferndale-Lynwood and other clubs are 
currently missing from the Captains Report form. PlayHQ has not resolved these issues. It was 
agreed that no fines will be issued for failure to submit a Captains Report for the remainder of 
the season. Captains are strongly encouraged to complete these reports and provide necessary 
feedback to the Umpires Advisor. 

CRICKETWEST: 

Cricket West will hold its AGM on 24 November. Mark advised that there is currently no 
affiliation agreement between the WACA and Cricket West, and as a result, funding to the 
SMCA may not be forthcoming this season. This matter is expected to be resolved, one way or 
the other, at the AGM. 

It was suggested that a First Grade club take on the management of the Senior Team. Joe will 
speak with his club, and Mark will do the same. 

Mario raised the question of whether additional clothing is needed. Although most of last 
season’s clothing was returned, an audit may be required. 

Norm will select umpires for the Cricket West Cup weekend, which is planned to be held at 
Leederville Reserve. 

CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS:  

David King provided the following matters for consideration. 

12. Procedure for notice of forfeit and Team Withdrawal  

a) If any club shall not be able to play in any match arranged by the Association or field a team, 
such club shall forfeit the match and give notice thereof in the manner prescribed at the 
commencement of each season following manner.  

Any club wishing to forfeit a team must have a committee member advise the SMCA via the 
following email address forfeits@smcacricket.com.au by 9.00pm Thursday with the following 
details:  

• Team forfeiting  

• Grade  

• Opposition team  

The forfeiting club is welcome to notify the opposition directly if they wish, but the opposition 
club should not act on the forfeit until they receive an official e-mail from the SMCA via 
forfeits@smcacricket.com.au. 

23. Premiership points / Final placing  

a. If two or more teams are equal on points, their relative positions shall be determined by 
averages, for which purpose the following system shall be employed:  

b. Overall Ladder: The batting average of a team shall be ascertained by dividing the total 
number of runs scored for by the total number of wickets lost by that team. The batting 
average against shall be obtained by dividing the total number of runs scored against by the 
total number of wickets taken. The former shall be divided by the latter and that team having 
the higher quotient shall be considered to have the best performance. In any innings which has 
been declared closed only the number of wickets actually fallen shall be considered lost.  
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c. One Day Ladder: If two or teams are equal on points their relative positions shall be 
determined by Net Run Rate which is calculated by subtracting a team’s average runs conceded 
per over from its average runs scored per over throughout the qualifying One Day games. 

30. Result (qualifying rounds)  

a. One day matches not played under ordinary conditions or otherwise decided, shall be won 
by the team scoring the greater number of runs, irrespective of the number of wickets lost by 
either team, provided that the required number of overs have been bowled to the team batting 
second.  

b. If both teams have completed their innings and the scores are equal, then the result shall be 
a tie.  

c. If due to the weather, or circumstances beyond the control of either team, the number of 
overs required to be bowled to the team batting second has not been bowled and a result has 
not been achieved, the result of the match shall be a draw. Bonus points earned will be 
retained by each team.  

d. Where no play is possible, average overall points for the round (if any matches were played) 
in that grade will be granted the match shall be a draw. In the case of a team(s) winning on a 
forfeit prior to the scheduled start time, they will receive the points for a first innings points 
win.  

To claim the points, a team list must be entered onto PlayHQ in accordance with by law By-Law 
12c 

By-Law 26.h 

In all One-Day only grades up to 12 players can be selected.  There is no requirement to specify 
any player as the actual 12th man.  Only 11 players are allowed on the field at any one time.  
Only 11 players are allowed to bat.  All the 12 nominated players may bowl. All 12 players must 
be physically present on match day. All anomalies and breaches must be reported to the SMCA 
Secretary immediately. 

After discussion on the 4 By-Law items submitted it was moved Shamez Rashid and seconded 
Peter Anderson that they 4 By-Law amendments be approved.  CARRIED 

There was discussion and general agreement that the By-Laws should be amended regarding 
the loss of points when a club is found guilty of playing an unregistered or unqualified player. 
Under the previous system, prior to the implementation of “First Past the Post,” teams would 
lose the points they had earned in the match. However, under the current system, a team that 
loses a match does not receive any points. It was agreed that, moving forward, if a team wins a 
match and is found to have played an unregistered or unqualified player, they should forfeit 
the points earned from that match. If the offending team lost the match, they should be 
penalised 4 points. This change is to be considered for implementation in the 2026–27 season. 

PROTESTS AND DISPUTES:  

Two matters are before the P&D this coming Wednesday. 
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GRADINGS AND FIXTURES:  

Gary had prepared a draft F15 fixture and expressed concern that the fixture was extending too 
far into February. It was agreed to play round one before Christmas and the following fixtures 
were approved. 

Date Home Team Away Team 

16 Dec (R1) Canning Vale CBC 

16 Dec (R1) Cockburn East Fremantle 

16 Dec (R1) Phoenix  Leeming Spartan 

      

13 Jan (R2) CBC Cockburn 

13 Jan (R2) Leeming Spartan Canning Vale 

13 Jan (R2) East Fremantle Phoenix 

      

20 Jan (R3) East Fremantle CBC 

20 Jan (R3) Leeming Spartan Cockburn 

20 Jan (R3) Canning Vale Phoenix 

      

27 Jan (R4) Canning Vale East Fremantle 

27 Jan (R4) CBC Leeming Spartan 

27 Jan (R4) Cockburn  Phoenix 

      

3 Feb (R5) Cockburn Canning Vale 

3 Feb (R5) Phoenix CBC 

3 Feb (R5) East Fremantle Leeming Spartan 

Semi Finals, 1 v 4 and 2 v 3 will be played on 10 February and the two semi final winners will 
play in the Grand Final on 17 February. 

The concept of Last Man Standing format will be discussed at the end of the season for possible 
implementation in the 2026–27 season. 

30th ANNIVERSARY 

Ian reported that he was still missing trophy winners for 2008-09 and 2010-11, It was suggested 
he contact the WACA to ascertain if access to MyCricket results for those two seasons can still 
be accessed. 

Peter and Norm were asked to provide reports for the 30th Anniversary publication. 

The function was discussed, possibly a cocktail party. We need a venue and costing.  

The sub committee will meet on Monday 17 November and report back. 

MENTAL HEALTH ROUND 

Stumps have been collected, with one set allocated per club. The use of blue ribbons or 
armbands is under consideration, and Shamez will look into suitable options. 

Peter thanked the WACA for their contribution and all items will be distributed to the clubs. 
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AGENDA ITEMS  

Ian Del Rosso discussed the distribution of 2 sets of cricket gear and a points system for Ladies 
Most Valuable Player – this can be done at club level on PlayHQ. 

Ian felt that an age reduction to 13 years old should be considered in the lower one-day grades. 
Peter suggested this should be taken to a General Meeting. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Ian Hale suggested that some form of recognition—such as a certificate—be considered for 
long-serving club members as part of the 30th Anniversary celebrations. After discussion, it was 
agreed that this would not be appropriate at this time. 

Gary brought up that the Life Membership sub-committee had met recently and no 
nominations were forthcoming at this time. Clubs had until 31st December to submit 
nominations. 

Steve Kemp brought up that the old email address is on the Umpires forms for penalties. Gary 
to correct this. 

Steve also advised that the umpires were meeting on 19 November. 

There was discussion regarding players wearing incorrect team shirts or hats. It was agreed that 
By-Law 54A will be enforced, requiring all players to wear either a club-branded or plain white 
shirt and hat/cap, and that these items must represent the player's current club only.  

Peter advised that the Umpires Association had requested access to copies of the Captains 
Reports on Umpires. After discussion, it was agreed that the information is sensitive and 
private. Access will be restricted to the Umpires Advisor, who may distribute relevant feedback 
to individual umpires at his discretion. 

Shamez raised a query regarding non-wicketkeepers wearing gloves during matches. Under the 
Laws of Cricket, this is not permitted. Clubs are to be advised that only the designated 
wicketkeeper may wear gloves while fielding, and any breach of this law may result in penalties 
or disciplinary action. 

Mario raised the suggestion that all one-day matches should commence at 12:30pm. As Match 
Day Referee, he has been receiving numerous calls from captains regarding slow over rates. It 
was noted that many captains appear unfamiliar with the relevant By-Laws and need to take 
greater responsibility for managing their matches and ensuring overs are bowled in a timely 
manner. It remains evident that a significant number of captains are not adequately aware of 
the information contained in the Info for Clubs document. Information to be distributed to 
clubs. 

Mario further reported on several calls he had received in his role as Match Day Referee. These 
included queries about slow over rates, match start times, and confusion around By-Law 
enforcement. He noted that many captains appeared unfamiliar with key regulations and were 
not adequately managing their teams on match day. The volume and nature of the calls 
highlighted a broader need for improved captain education and clearer communication of 
expectations, particularly those outlined in the Info for Clubs document. 
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David King reported on correspondence received from the City of Armadale regarding ground 
usage. He expressed hope that the SMCA may be able to assume responsibility for summer 
ground management in both the City of Armadale and the City of Gosnells. Further discussions 
with the respective councils may be required. 

There was discussion about inviting Life Members to attend the next meeting at CY O’Connor’s.  

Dates for meetings in the early part of 2026 were set. 

CLOSURE: As there was no further business the meeting closed at 8.36pm. 

NEXT MEETINGS: 
Executive Meeting 8 December at CY O’Connor – 6:00pm 
Executive Meeting 19 January at Microsoft Teams – 6:00pm 
Executive Meeting 16 February at Thornlie – 6:00pm 
Executive Meeting 16 March at Thornlie – 6:00pm 
 
 


