South Metropolitan Cricket Association

MINUTES for the SMCA Executive Meeting
13 October 2025

Venue: Meeting conducted via Microsoft Teams, 6:01pm

Present: Peter Anderson, David King, Mario Baeli, lan Del Rosso, Joe Covic, Norm Harris,
Mark lannello, lan Hale, Steve Kemp, Jacob Landsmeer, Andrew Ring, Gary Hartman
(minutes)

Apologies: Shamez Rashid, Joe Covic
Absent: Nil

Acknowledgement of Passing — Brian Waterer

The Committee acknowledged with deep sadness the recent passing of Brian Waterer, a
long-serving Patron and Life Member of the South Metropolitan Cricket Association.
Brian’s decades of service, leadership, and unwavering commitment to the game left a
profound impact on the Association and the wider cricketing community.

His legacy will be remembered through the values he helped instil in the SMCA and the
many lives he touched through his involvement in cricket. The Committee extends its
heartfelt condolences to Brian’s family and friends.

lan Hale informed the Committee that there would be no formal funeral service. Instead, a
celebration of Brian’s life will be held at Seaview Golf Club, Jarrad Street, Cottesloe, on

Tuesday 21 October from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.

Minutes of Previous Executive Meeting

It was moved by David King and seconded by Mark lannello that the minutes of the
Executive Meeting held on 22 September 2025 be accepted as a true and accurate record.
Carried

Matters Arising

Nil



President’s Report

The President welcomed everyone to the 2025/26 season and expressed optimism for a
successful and enjoyable year of cricket. He acknowledged the recent loss of Brian
Waterer and extended sympathies to his family, friends, and the Leeming Spartan Cricket
Club.

The President noted that while the season had begun with enthusiasm, a Protests &
Disputes (P&D) session was already scheduled for the coming Wednesday. In response, a
new club rotation schedule for P&D panel attendance has been implemented, beginning
with Armadale and Canning Vale. This system was agreed upon at the General Meeting
earlierin the year and is intended to ensure fairness and shared responsibility.

He reminded all players to approach the game with passion but also with respect — for
teammates, opponents, and officials. Maintaining sportsmanship and composure is
essential to upholding the values of the Association.

Administrator’s Report

The Administrator reported that the "Info for Clubs" document had been distributed and
received positive feedback. However, several clubs continue to raise questions already
addressed in the document. Clubs are encouraged to consult the document before
contacting the Executive, as it contains answers to many common queries.

Fixture creation posed significant challenges this season. Adjustments were necessary in
the lower grades to ensure equitable ground distribution. In some cases, only one ground
was available for four matches, requiring extensive coordination. Rushton Park in
Kelmscott presented particular difficulties due to its unavailability during the Kelmscott
Show and the reluctance of both tenant clubs to use the lower ground.

Some clubs also changed their ground preferences after entering them into PlayHQ, which
added further complexity to the scheduling process.

Due to early-season ground shortages, a few neutral venues were used in the ODJ
competition. Two full days were spent balancing the ODJ fixture to achieve the best
possible outcome under the circumstances.

This season marked the first attempt to use Al in fixture planning. While the goal was to
streamline the process, the results were mixed. Entering all rounds with blackout dates led
to confusion and inconsistent outputs. Breaking the process into individual rounds
improved results slightly, but errors persisted. Al shows promise for future use, but current
tools are not yet fully suited to the complexities of community sport scheduling.

Fines - 11 October 2025



e Riverton Rostrata forfeited their ODI match — $50
e Cockburn forfeited their ODI match (late notice) — $100

Non-nomination of captain on team list:
¢ Phoenix (ODB and ODC)
¢ North Baldivis (ODC)
e Cannington Tigers (ODE) A warning is proposed for these infractions.

Slow over rate penalties — 3rd Grade, Round 2 (11 October 2025):

¢ Willetton Crows: penalised by 0.1
¢ Phoenix: penalised by 0.4

Treasurer’s Report

e Cash Reserve: [$40,322.41
e Community Reserve: $79,637.49

No further financial updates were presented at this meeting.

Umpire’s Advisor

The Umpire’s Advisor reported ongoing issues with uploading votes to OfficialHQ. These
have been forwarded to Mario for resolution.

Several new umpires have shown promise, though some will require further development.
A few are currently unavailable due to holidays but are expected to return soon.

At the mostrecent Umpires AGM, it was agreed that umpire payments would remain at
$160 per match. Mario has requested bank details from new umpires to ensure timely
payments.

It was noted that Suburban Turf has successfully recruited a number of new umpires. The
SMCA may consider reviewing their approach to improve local recruitment.

CricketWest

The next CricketWest meeting is the AGM on 22 September. Members were invited to
submit any items for discussion to Mark.

There was discussion regarding the quality of cricket balls. The Red Kings received negative
feedback, while the Crown ball was generally well received.



Constitution and By-Laws
Nil
Protests and Disputes

A P&D hearing is scheduled for Wednesday regarding a player reported during a recent
match.

The SMCA also received correspondence that prompted robust discussion. Further advice
will be sought from CricketWest and other relevant sources before any additional
assessment is made.

Gradings and Fixtures

Four teams have submitted nominations for the upcoming F15 season. A notice will be
sent to all clubs to confirm any additional nominations before finalising the fixture.

Only two nominations were received for the Belt Up Cup, the competition is only run every
two seasons and will not proceed this season. Concerns were raised about the ongoing
lack of access to the WACA, despite repeated assurances. The value of the Belt Up Cup
and the broader issue of community cricket’s recognition will be raised at the upcoming
AGM.

30th Anniversary

No sub-committee meeting was held due to illness and other commitments. lan is
continuing to compile statistics and update contact details.

Joe, lan Del Rosso, lan Hale, and Rob Sims will meet shortly to progress planning and
report back to the Executive.

Venue suggestions for future meetings or events included Fremantle and the Swan Yacht
Club.

Mental Health Round

The Mental Health Round is scheduled for 6 December. Mario has organised
commemorative stumps, and a budget of $5,000 has been proposed.

As part of the initiative, selected players and an umpire will be interviewed to share their
experiences and perspectives on mental health in community cricket. The goal s to
promote awareness and encourage open dialogue across the Association.



Agenda ltems

Finals Qualification — One Day Grades David King proposed adjustments to the finals
qualification thresholds to align percentages across grades:

¢ Two Day Grades: 6-day qualification (unchanged)

e One Day Grades A-l: reduced from 6 to 5 days

e One Day Grade J: reduced from 6 to 4 days, or 3 if the player has not played in a
higher grade

The proposal was discussed and agreed upon.

PlayHQ ID Misuse and Transfer Process David King reported a case where a player
attempted to bypass the transfer process by creating a new PlayHQ ID using a preferred
name. The issue was resolved, but it raised concerns about duplicate registrations and
system integrity.

Recommendations included implementing stricter ID verification protocols and
introducing penalties for deliberate misuse. WA Cricket will generate a report later in the
season to assess the scope of the issue.

Player Movement Between Grades Mario raised concerns about the current restrictions
on player movement between Two Day and One Day grades. He proposed a more flexible
system based on team structure and overs played. The proposal will be reviewed further,
possibly at a general meeting.

Use of Body Moisture on the Ball Norm Harris noted that CricketWest has yet to respond
to the query about using body moisture below the shoulders on the ball. Norm will follow
up with Cricket WA, and Mark will raise the issue again at the CricketWest AGM.

General Business

Ground Availability — Beelair and Other Grounds Mark lannello raised concerns
regarding the condition and availability of the Beelair ground. He encouraged any clubs
experiencing similar issues with their home or shared grounds to contact him directly.
Mark will compile a list of affected venues and present the collective concerns to WA
Cricket in an effort to seek support, improvements, or alternative arrangements where
necessary.

Captain’s Reports and Umpire Payments Steve Kemp requested clarification on the
process for submitting captain’s reports on umpires and the current structure of umpire
payments. Norm Harris addressed the inquiry, confirming that the reporting process
remains unchanged and that umpire payments were reaffirmed at the last Umpires AGM to



remain at $160 per match. Any further updates or procedural changes will be
communicated to clubs in due course.

Christmas Meeting and Life Member Invitations Mario Baeli inquired about the venue
and guest list for the upcoming Christmas meeting. It was confirmed that the meeting will
be held at CY O’Connor in Piara Waters on 8 December. lan Hale was tasked with
extending formal invitations to all SMCA Life Members to attend the event, in recognition of
their ongoing contribution to the Association.

Facebook Page - Information Sharing Jacob Landsmeer reminded all members to
actively share relevant news, updates, and achievements from their clubs for inclusion on
the SMCA Facebook page. This initiative aims to enhance community engagement,
promote positive stories, and keep the broader cricketing audience informed throughout
the season.

Ferndale-Lynwood - Return to SMCA lan Hale asked Andrew Ring for feedback on
Ferndale-Lynwood’s return to the SMCA competition. Andrew reported that while the team
had not yet found success on the field, their re-entry had gone smoothly overall. Other
members echoed this sentiment, praising the club’s conduct and sportsmanship, and
noting that they had been a welcome and positive addition to the competition.

Cricket West Cup —Volunteer Support lan Del Rosso raised the need for volunteers to
assist with the upcoming Cricket West Cup. Several names were suggested during the
meeting, and follow-up will be conducted to confirm availability. The Executive will
continue coordinating efforts to ensure the event is adequately staffed and runs smoothly.

Player Health and Safety — Heart Incidents The Committee discussed recent reports of at
least four players suffering heart attacks during matches, with the actual number
potentially higher. This prompted a strong reminder of the importance of emergency
preparedness at all venues. Key points included:

¢ Encouraging all clubs to download and use the St John’s First Responder App

¢ Emphasising the need for defibrillators at all grounds

¢« Noting that grants for defibrillators are available and clubs should apply

e Considering the introduction of a Heart Health Round in future seasons to raise
awareness and promote preventative health measures

Microsoft Teams Meeting — Future Use There was general agreement that the use of
Microsoft Teams for this meeting had been successful. Members appreciated the
convenience and accessibility of the online format. It was confirmed that the first
Executive Meeting of 2026 will also be conducted via Microsoft Teams.



Closure
As there was no further business, the meeting was officially closed at 8:10pm.
Next Meetings

¢ Executive Meeting: Monday, 10 November 2025 at Thornlie - 6:00pm

¢ Executive Meeting: Monday, 8 December 2025 at CY O’Connor, Piara Waters -
6:00pm



