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South Metropolitan Cricket Association 
 

MINUTES for the SMCA Executive Meeting  
8 September 2025 

 
Venue: Thornlie Clubrooms, 6:02pm  

 
PRESENT:  

Peter Anderson, David King, Steve Kemp, Mario Baeli, Mark Iannello, Jacob Landsmeer, Shamez 
Rashid, Andrew Ring, Ian Del Rosso, Ian Hale, Joe Covic, Norm Harris, Gary Hartman (minutes). 

APOLOGIES: Nil 

ABSENT: Nil 

WELCOME: Peter welcomed Andrew Ring on to the committee. 

MINUTES of PREVIOUS EXECUTIVE MEETING:   

Moved by Mark Iannello and seconded by Steve Kemp that the minutes of the previous 
meetings — Executive Meeting held on 11 August— be accepted as a true and accurate record.
   CARRIED 

MATTERS ARISING:  

John Elliman has been appointed as the third member of the Review Committee, joining Steve 
Kemp and Graham Santich. In cases where a conflict of interest arises for any of the committee 
members, Ian Hale will provide assistance to ensure impartiality and continuity.  

Regarding the upcoming Mental Health Round scheduled for 6th December, preparations are 
underway with the purchase of 26 sets of blue stumps, likely intended to symbolize support 
and raise awareness for mental health initiatives within the sporting community. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT:  

Let me firstly welcome Andrew Ring, representing Ferndale / Lynwood, to the Executive. 

There is not a great deal to share since our last meeting. 

As part of the initiative to establish a Mental Health round, the Association will be organising a 
full set of stumps to have the Mental Health livery adorned so the each club can use these as 
part of the fixture, scheduled December 6.  This will coincide with WA Crickets scheduling 
November 29 and December 6. 

We will also look to promote this round with videos of players and umpires asking them how 
cricket helps with their mental health. 

More details about these initiatives to be announced in the coming weeks. 

Also, for clubs yet to do so, this is a friendly reminder to enter team nominations, as these close 
September 19, 5.00pm.  The Fixtures and Grading Committee will then use this information to 
determine how the grades will stack up for 2025/26. 

Only four weeks to go! 
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Bring on 2025/26. 

Thanks. 

Pete. 

ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT:  

On a personal note, Gary expressed concern regarding Cricket West’s attempts to encroach 
upon Saturday fixtures of the SMCA. Although the proposed additional fixture did not proceed, 
he felt it was important for the SMCA to stand firm against any future disruptions to its 
schedule.  

In administrative matters, fines have been issued to clubs that failed to attend both the May 
General Meeting and the July Annual General Meeting.  

Encouragingly, all clubs have accepted the PlayHQ invitation to join the SMCA for the 2025–26 
season. As of now, 13 clubs have submitted a total of 78 team nominations, with the deadline 
for submissions set for 19th September. The Secretary has been tasked with issuing a timely 
reminder to ensure full participation. 

TREASURER'S REPORT:  

Cash Reserve: $ $40,351.26 

Community Reserve: $ $64,668.30 

UMPIRE'S ADVISOR:  

Things are going OK. 

CRICKETWEST: 

Cricket West will hold its next meeting on Wednesday, continuing momentum from a well-
received Forum.  

A PowerPoint presentation highlighting the Mental Health Round has been prepared and will 
be forwarded to Gary, reinforcing the initiative’s visibility and impact.  

Looking ahead, the Cricket West Cup is scheduled for 20th and 21st December, although a date 
for the final is yet to be confirmed. It remains doubtful that the final will be played at the 
WACA, suggesting alternative venues may be considered. 

CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS:  

There was discussion on the matters attached to the minutes, with particular focus on By-Laws 
11A and 11B.  

The proposal to revert the grading structure under By-Law 11A to its previous format was not 
successful.  

Regarding By-Law 11B, two changes were put forward:  

Players currently participating in Fifth Grade or below may only drop to their club’s 
highest One-Day Grade, excluding ODA or ODB;  

Players in any One-Day Grade may only drop to their club’s next One-Day Grade. These 
adjustments aim to preserve competitive balance and ensure fair movement between 
grades. 

PROTESTS AND DISPUTES: Nil 
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GRADINGS AND FIXTURES:  

Gary had prepared a draft First Grade fixture; however, it could not be submitted to PlayHQ 
until all team nominations were received. 

A detailed discussion took place regarding correspondence from a Second Grade club 
requesting not to be placed in Second Grade due to significant player departures. At that time, 
the Club had nominated four One-Day teams. 

The discussion focused on maintaining the integrity of the competition, balancing the fairness 
of grading teams appropriately against the risk of a side being unable to compete effectively. 

Complicating matters, another former Second Grade club expressed a desire to remain in the 
grade despite being subject to demotion. The eligibility of a new club to participate in Second 
Grade was also considered. 

Ultimately, the placement of the Second Grade club was put to a vote, with both affected 
Executive members abstaining. The outcome was a 6–4 decision in favour of the Club 
remaining in Second Grade. David King will formally respond to the Club advising them of the 
result. 

AGENDA ITEMS  

From Thornlie Cricket Club  

1. In the SMCA Minutes dated 19/08/2024 It was agreed that, due to light issues, the first 
4 x one day matches (all matches played in October) would be a 12:30pm start. It was 
requested that if the SMCA was going to start the season with all the One Day Games 
then can the SMCA Executive approve a 12.30pm start in all One-Day fixtures. 

After discussion it was agreed to maintain the already agreed structure of One-Day matches 
played in October be a 12:30pm start and the remaining 3 One-Day matches start at 1:00pm. 

2.  Given that we are well past the issues of Covid19 that we return to players being able 
to use perspiration above the shoulders.  But thought the use of saliva should still be 
outlawed. 

This matter be put to Cricket West with a decision requested as soon as possible. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

David King advised that he had sent an email from an SMCA Club to a Club outside our 
Association regarding  two players currently playing for the club who have outstanding fees at 
the SMCA Club. As no response has been received to date, a follow-up email will be issued to 
seek resolution.  

Earlier in the day, Gary circulated the 2024–25 Info for Clubs document to the Executive, 
inviting suggestions to enhance its comprehensiveness and accuracy. Feedback was provided 
both via email and during the meeting, and Gary has duly noted all contributions for 
consideration in the final version. 

Joe and Andrew advised that they would like to observe the P&Ds (Protests and Disputes) 
proceedings, should their involvement be required in the future. 
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It was agreed that the December meeting will be held at the Local House in Jandakot, with 
Mario tasked with making the booking. 

30 Year Celebration committee will report at the next meeting. 

CLOSURE: As there was no further business the meeting closed at 7:59pm. 

NEXT MEETINGS: 
Executive Meeting 22 September at Thornlie – 6:00pm 
Executive Meeting 13 October at Thornlie – 6:00pm 
Executive Meeting 10 November at Thornlie – 6:00pm 
Executive Meeting 8 December at Local House – 6:00pm 
 
 



11. Order of grades and dropping players to lower grades 

a) The order of grading’s 

First Grade Two-Day Grade 

Second Grade Two-Day Grade 

Third Grade Two-Day Grade 

Fourth Grade Two-Day Grade 

One Day Grade A 

One Day Grade B 

Remaining Two Day Grades 

One Day Grade A 

One Day Grade B 

One Day Grade C 

Remaining One Day Grades. 

b) In all qualifying games 

i. A player playing in a two-day grade First to Fourth may drop to the highest of the clubs 

One-Day grades in One Day A or B to C as per By Law 11a. at any time.  Alternatively, a 

player can drop to the next Two-Day grade within their club structure.  Should a club playing 

in a Two-Day grade First to Fourth only have one two-day team then the player must drop 

to their highest One-Day grade.   

ii. A player in a two-day grade Fifth or below may drop players to any of their one-day only 

grade teams.  Alternatively, a player can drop to the next Two-Day grade within their club 

structure.  

iii. A player playing in a one-day only grade may drop to any one day only grade within their 

club structure.  Alternatively, a player can drop to the next two-day grade within their club 

structure (see 11a). 

iv. A player promoted to a higher grade can return to their original grade provided it is in 

the next fixture that the player plays in.  

v. For the purposes of qualification for end of season finals, one day only grades shall be 

graded highest to lowest, with ‘A’ being the highest.  

vi. For the purposes of qualification for end of season finals, a player playing in a Two-

Day grade may drop down to their next Two-Day grade within their club structure. 

vii. Lower grade players can be promoted at any time.  

viii. The penalty for playing an ineligible player, the team shall forfeit the points gained in 

that match. 

Split player option:  
Preamble: The split player option rule is intended to allow players playing in two-day fixtures to play 
only one day of a two-day fixture. The intention is not for a player who is playing in the two-day 
competition to play on the other day in a one-day grade only fixture.  

c. Split player option: Teams may name, prior to the coin toss; two players (11A and 11B) 



to split the duties of a regular player in two-day qualifying matches, provided: 

i. That neither player plays in any other grade on either of the two fixtured playing 

days; except a player who last played in a one day only grade who can play in a one 

day only grade on the other day. By Law 11b applies to this rule.  

ii. Only player 11A can participate on day one, with player 11B only participating on 

day two;  

iii. Only one of the split players can bat in each innings.  

iv. This rule shall apply to all two-day matches, including finals. 

 

41. Qualifying for end of season finals 

a. A player must be named in the team 11 in at least six (6) days of fixtured matches with his 

club to be eligible for finals.  Should a season be shortened due to unforeseen circumstances 

the Executive may restate the number of qualifying days.  Being named as 12th man or as a 

substitute for a match does not count for finals qualifications.  

b. Should a Club have three or more teams then the qualifying period for the Clubs lowest 

one-day grade shall be between three (3) and five (5) days in that grade provided that player 

has played no days in any other grade.  Should a club withdraw a team once the season 

commences, the club forfeits their right to this by-law, and qualification for finals reverts 

to six (6) days for all teams within that club. 

c. Qualification for finals: No player shall play in a lower grade final unless he has played the 

majority of days in that grade or lower.  For the purpose of this rule the term “majority” 

means more than half. 

d. Only in the event that a club has teams in consecutive grades within that clubs structure, in 

a finals match on a particular day: If a player has qualified with the club in the higher grade 

but is not selected to play in that team, he may be considered for selection in the next grade 

regardless of the number of qualifying matches he has played in that grade.   A player 

playing in a Two-Day grade may drop down to their next Two-Day grade within their club 

structure or the next One-Day grade as outlined in By-Law 11a.  Alternatively, a player 

playing in a One-Day only grade may drop down to their next One-Day only grade or the 

next Two-Day grade as outlined in By-Law 11a.  Such a player may continue to play in the 

lower team for the duration of the final matches.  Players may only drop down one grade 

when these special conditions apply.  Once a team is eliminated in a final no player from 

that grade may be relegated to a lower grade unless covered by By-Law 41.a and 41.b.   

e. Players may come up from lower grades, providing By-Law 41.a is met. 

f. Clubs are encouraged to submit any players whose qualification may not be certain to the 

Association Administrator for a ruling as to eligibility.  A ruling made by the Administrator 

under this rule shall be binding and final on all parties. 

 


